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© When thoſe very Laws which were deſign d to ſecure the Property of the Subject, are 
made the Inſtruments to deſtroy it; and when an innocent Man, ho defires to be 


quiet, and would do any thing that is reaſonable to purchaſe Peace, ſhall have a Multitude 


of Actions brought againſt him, with no other Intent than a plain and evident Deſign o 


ruin him: As this may one Day be the Caſe of any private Gentleman in England, who 
_ have a Rich and Powerful Man his Enemy, it may require a more than ordinary 
Attention. | BEM JJ rota nn 
he following CASE is moſt humbly preſumed to be extreamly remarkable and un- 
common. : F . - | 


. R. Budgell, ſome Years ſince, bought the Reverſion of an Eſtate of one Mr. 


2 the Cuſtom of which Manor, is Burrough Engliſh. Mr. Budgell's Title to 
the ſaid Eſtate is thus: Fohn Piers the Father, bought the Eſtate, which is Copyhold 
of Inheritance, and was ſurrendered to the Uſe of the ſaid John Piers and his Wife, and 
the longeſt Liver of them, and afterwards to the Heirs of the ſaid Piers for ever. He 


died, leaving four Sons, viz. John, William, Edward, and Laud ; fo that the Reverſion 


of the ſaid Eſtate became veſted in rhe yuungelt Son Luad, altcr the Death of his 
Mother; and he dying inteſtate before his Mother, the Reverſion of the ſaid Eſtate fell 
to his Heir at Law, viz. his elder Brother John Piers, from whom Mr. Budgell pur- 
chasd. Notwithſtanding this, William Piers the ſecond Brother, who was neither his 
Father's, or his Mother's youngeſt Son at the Time of their Death, went down to Cam- 
Bridge upon his Mother's Death, and, by the Advice of ſome People, got himſelf ad- 
mitted by the College, and perſuaded Robert Pazey, a poor ignorant Man, to attorn 
Tenant to him; which, nevertheleſs, Pazey having ſome Doubts, refuſed to do till Pjers 


* 


gave him a Bond to indemnify him for paying his Rent. 


Mr. Budgell, who had purchaſed the Eſtate for a valuable Confideration, offered, 


for a long Time, to refer the Matter to any Council learned in the Law, which being 
refuſed, and Mr. Budgell being aſſured by all the Council he conſulted, that his Title 
was good, he laid the ſame, at laſt, before St. John's College, who being likewiſe 
aſſured by their Council, that the Eſtate was Mr. Budgell's, admitted him to it, and 
' Pazey likewiſe attorned Tenant to him, by ſigning a Writing drawn up and vitneſſed by 


the Steward of the College. 


Note, Mr. William Piers married a Wife who had been Woman to an Aunt of Mr. 
Budgell's, and purchaſed an Annuity from him of 10. per Annum for her Life, 


which Mr. Budgell conſtantly paid, till her Husband got into Poſſeſſion of the 


Thorrington Eſtate as aforeſaid ; but then Mr. Budgell was adviſed to ſtop the ſaid 
Annuity as a ſmall Reprizal ; but he never. once denied that it was due, and con- 


ſtantly offered Mr. Piers's Attorney (by whom Mr. Piers, who is a very antient 
Clergyman, declared he was entirely directed ) to allow it out of thoſe Rents Mr. 
| Piers had received at Thorrington, or elſe deſired, if he thought his Client was 
intitled to the Thorrington Eſtate, he would fairly try that Title. The Attorney 


would do neither, and inſtead of bringing an Ejectment for the Thorrington Eſtate, 


which was the only Matter in Queſtion, he brings an Ejectment againſt an Eſtate 
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John Piers, after the Life of his Mother; This Eſtate is held under St. 
obn's College in Cambridge, and lies in the Manor of T'horrington in Eſſex ; 
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of Mr. Budgell's in Devonſhire, of 30 I. per Annum, which was bound for the 
Payment of the aboveſaid Annuity. Mr. Budgell could make no Defence againſt 
this Claim, for he never denied that the Annuity was due; fo that the 
Attorney got a Judgment, and he, or his Client, is now in che actual Poſſeſſion 

of an Eſtate of 30 J. per Annum in Land, for an Annuity of only 10 J. per Ann. 
during the Life of an old Woman, who is above 'Threeſcore : Yet not content 
with this, they have brought another Action againſt Mr. Budgell for 200 l. upon a 
Bond which he gave only as a Collateral Security for the Payment of the ſaid Au- 
nuity ; and Mr. Budgell having no other Relief but in Equity againſt this cruel and 

moſt unjuſt Proceeding, they have got a Judgment upon the ſaid Bond. 


ſeek to be indemnificd fur the Money he had paid in his own Wrong, the ſaid Attorney 
5oes down to T horrington in Eſſex, and there perſuading the poor Man, Pazey, to let him 
ee his Bond of Indemnification, he claps the Bond in his Pocket, and rides away with it. 
| When he had thus taken away the poor 'Tenant's Bond, he brings an Ejectment againſt him, 
to which Mr. Budgell the Landlord made himſelf a Party; Mr. Budgell could not but think 
himſelf ſure of his Cauſe, ſince not only his own Council, viz. Mr. Serjeant Bains, and 
Mr. Serjeant Darnell, but even thoſe his Adverſary had conſulted, declared Mr. Budgel!'s 
Title was good. The Attorney however brought on the Cauſe at Chelmsford but in- 
Read of entring at all into the Merits of his Client's pretended Title, which would 
have ended all Controverſies (but which he knew was not good) he produced a 
Leaſe for three Years, which was expired, but which Pazey had been ignorantly brought 
to take from Mr. Piers, and which Mr. Budgell had never heard of before. This Leaſe _ 
being an Eftopel at Law againſt Pazey, the 'Tenant in Poſſeſſion, the Attorney got a Verdict: 
He had taken care to bring his Action upon an Original out of the Xing's-Bench, ſo that 
| Mr. Budgell could not prevent having his Eſtate immediately entred upon, and ruined, by 
any other Way than being at the great Expence of bringing a Writ of Error in the Houſe of 
Lords, which he hath done accordingly, and muſt likewiſe apply to Chancery this next 
Term, for an Injunction to ſtop theſe unparallelFd Proceedings, and to oblige Mr. Piers to 


When the Attorney had done all this, being e that Robert Pazey might 


try the true Iſſue. Mr. Piers's Attorney, fince the Verdict at Chelmsford, has alſo ſent down 


and arreſted the Tenant Pazey, a poor ignorant Man, for 150 f. which he pretends is due to 
his Client for Rent, altho' the Title is not yet tried, and altho he had taken the ſaid Pazey's 
Bond from tum, by which he wight be indemnified for the Money he hath already paid. 
The Bailiffs, for want of Bail, kept the Man ſeveral Days in Cuſtody, and uſed him in a 
moſt barbarous Manner ; and ſeveral other People ſeeing he was arreſted, demanded their 
little Debts alſo of him, ſo that the poor Man and his Family are undone. 


The only real Controverſy between Mr. Budgell and Mr. Piers, is about the Torrington 
Eſtate, which might have been ended at once, either by referring it to Council, or fairly 
| ing the Title; but inſtead of that, Mr. Piers's Attorney has made four ſeveral Law Suits 
oft, and forced Mr. Budgell beſides into the Houſe of Lords, and into Chancery. ö 


The whole Eſtate is but fifty Pounds per Annum; and as it muſt be kept fenced againſt 
the Sea with a good Wall, does not, ſome Years, produce any Thing clear, ſo that much more 
Money has been already ſpent in Law than the Eſtate is worth. - | 


It is plain the whole Deſign of theſe Proceedings is to raiſe up as many Lau-Suits as 
poſſible to ruin Mr. Budgell; the poor Tenant is already ruin'd, and Mr. Piers himſelf would 
at length be ruin'd if Theſe Things were carried on at his Expence ; but he is an ancient 
Country Clergyman, who declares he knows nothing of the Law, but leaves all to the 
Management of his Attorney, who, there are good pany. to believe, was encouraged and 
ſupported by a greater Man than Mr. Piers to carry on theſe Proceedings in order to ruin 
Mr. Budgell, 1 5 „ | 
Mr. Budgell would have got an Injunction from Chancery laſt Term (which is his only 
and proper Remedy) but was diſappointed of it by a Miſtake of his Sollicitor's, and 
Mr. Piers's living above an hundred Miles off, ſo that the Subpæna could not be ſerved 
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His Adverſaries are puſhing on the Writ of Error which he has been iged to bring as 
aforeſaid in the Houſe of Lords, becauſe they know he muſt have an Injunction from Chancery 
in a few Days, which will effectually ſtop all their Proceedings. Ce Wa 


argued on a By Dayer 


WHEREFORE the Plamtiffs humbly hope, That 
2 the Defendant in Error ſhall have no ſuch 

£58 Favour ſhewed him; and that this Cauſe ſhall not be 

7 brought on before others which were ſet down, and 
therefore may regularly be beard before it. 
,, 

1 DO hereby certify; both as a Gentleman, and a Barriſter at Law, that the above is 
1a true State of my Caſe, and that I deſire no other Favour from my cruel Adverſaries, 
but that they will either fairly try their Title to the Eſtate, or refer the ſame to any indifferent 
Council learned inthe Law. „ 5 | | 
May 4. 1928. We, | Rd ay 

„ E. Bup GEL L. 


„ 


Note, The Reader cannot but obſerve, chat the Proceedings abovementioned are ſo com- 
plwicated, and of ſuch a nature, that no other Council but myſelf could ſer their Hands to 
all the ſeveral Facts. | 5 Y 
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+ Defendant in Error. 


+5 T he Caſe of the Plaintiff in Error. 


Wbich, if an Order of the Houſe of 
; Fe = Lo RDS Hands altered, will be 
FP. seard at the Bar of the ſad Houſe, on 
ET)hbe 16th of May; on which Day, the 
,” _ FErrors on three other Writs of Error, 


node are alle ordered to be argued. 


. > % 
. * — Ay 
| NB YA wh BN 
87 : J - # * "= * * +» % * * 8 ; 
4 » Te a A DAI} 


4 4 ad 7 
n 2 7 
e 
A a 
ef ac 3 
a 

Fs 


2323232 AR | | 
2 cot e . 


2 4 

n A 
F : ko ” 
* 8 * 
1 — 
* - 
- — — 
4 
Re 
L * 
* -4 1 
8 = 
3 4 

8 

» 1 

of * % 

4 — 


* 
> 
þ 
* 
* 
* 
1 
% 
- 
« 
. 
* ? 
N. 
- 
* 
* 
> 


* 


1 oy 
ere 


Sa 


* 

- 
2 
* 


'd 


